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Abstract 
As the representative of southern China gardens and an important carrier of Lingnan 
culture, Lingnan gardens have a unique charm. This paper uses 1221 Chinese documents 
in the CNKI database from 2000 to 2021. This paper uses the method of bibliometrics to 
conduct a visual analysis of relevant research. This paper also conducts research and 
analysis on related issues such as publishing trends and volume analysis. The analysis 
results show that: Lingnan garden aesthetics, Lingnan garden history and culture, and 
the application and practice of Lingnan garden plants are the current research hotspots 
and trends. By studying the development and characteristics of Lingnan gardens, this 
paper proposes garden theories and practical countermeasures that meet urban 
development requirements in our country. 
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1. Introduction 

As the first of the three major garden systems globally, Chinese classical gardens have formed three 
types: Lingnan gardens, northern royal gardens, and Jiangnan private gardens. Among them, the 
Lingnan area has unique characteristics of gardening art because of its special geographical and 
climatic conditions and local cultural differences[1]. 

In CNKI (2000-2021), this paper combined a search for the inscriptions of "Lingnan Gardens," 
"Guangdong Gardens," "Guangxi Gardens," "Hainan Gardens," and "Guangfu Gardens," and 
"Xingshang Gardens." Chinese literature was screened, irrelevant news and conference notices were 
excluded, and 1221 valid literature was obtained. 

Literature research began in the early 1960s. Xia Changshi and Mo Bozhi conducted a systematic 
investigation of nearly 40 Lingnan gardens. The first published "On Lingnan Gardens" and later 
published "Lingnan Gardens" and "Gardens." These studies have made significant contributions to 
the development of classical garden historiography in our country and filled the gap in Lingnan 
garden research. Since then, the academic research on Lingnan gardens has continued to develop and 
enrich[2]. 

Through the visual analysis of the design concepts and cultural connotations of Lingnan classical 
gardens and Lingnan modern gardens, this paper understands the current situation of Lingnan gardens. 
This paper has practical significance for promoting local traditional culture and improving the quality 
of Lingnan modern gardens[3]. This paper is also related to research to provide a theoretical basis. 

2. Research Methods 

Bibliometrics is a research method that quantitatively uses mathematical and statistical methods to 
analyze literature and its characteristics in an academic field. 
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3. Visualization Research of Lingnan Gardens 

The number of papers published over the years is classified and counted by document type, and the 
overall volume of published papers shows a fluctuating growth trend. Journal articles account for 
more than 70% of the total published articles. Keywords are the core words that are highly generalized 
by literature topics[4]. Their co-occurrence frequency and betweenness centrality can reflect the 
hotspots and main directions of research in a particular field. The threshold parameters are set as 
follows: the time slice is one year, the frequency is Top50, (c, cc, ccv) is (2, 2, 20), the pathfinding 
method is used for calculation, and 194 nodes and 347 connections obtain the result. Keyword co-
occurrence network. The network module value Q=0.6136>0.3, and the average equivalent value 
S=0.5525>0.5, indicating that the network has good structure and clustering ability. 

3.1 Discussion on Aesthetic Analysis 

In the early stage, the research on the aesthetic characteristics of Lingnan gardens was mainly based 
on Xia Changshi and Mo Bo's systematic structure of Lingnan garden layout, architectural decoration, 
water stones, garden trees, and flowers, and combined with examples to analyze the gardening 
elements and artistic aesthetics of Lingnan gardens[5]. 

With the continuous deepening of research and the expansion of technical means, some scholars have 
summarized Lingnan gardens' spatial layout, artistic features, and garden styles and added other 
scholars' research and comparisons. For example, Yuan Xiaoxu and Li Yingxin's unique gardening 
techniques in Lingnan gardens were compared with Jiangnan gardens. Cai Qianyi and others began 
to pay attention to the quantitative research on the courtyard space of Qinghui Garden in Shunde. 

3.2 Inheriting the History and Culture of Lingnan Gardens 

As the crystallization and carrier of Lingnan's history and culture, Lingnan garden art contains the 
profound ideological, emotional, and aesthetic tastes of the Lingnan people. From the research of 
Meng Xianjun's cultural carrier to Zhang Wenying's attention to the symbiotic relationship, they all 
focus on the unique natural environment of Lingnan and Lingnan cultural groups; Zhu Sheng and 
other scholars focus on the research on the construction of garden culture. In the context of design in 
the new era, designers create a modern landscape environment with historical and local cultural 
connotations, conducive to stimulating people's sense of belonging and enhancing national cultural 
self-confidence. 

3.3 Application of Plants in Lingnan 

The applied research of Lingnan garden plants can be divided into three aspects: 

Plant configuration and landscape feature creation; 

Plant planting and maintenance; 

Garden plant investigation and evaluation; 

The plant configuration mode is the most studied, and the research method gradually changes the 
investigation and evaluation. The garden plants integrate aesthetics and ecology so that the ecological 
charm of the city is inseparable from the related research on the application of garden plants. 

3.4  Modern Lingnan Garden Practice 

Many fine products of Lingnan garden design in modern times include Pearl River Park, Yuexiu Park, 
Guangzhou North Garden Restaurant, Panxi Restaurant, Baiyun Mountain Villa Hotel, designed by 
Mo Bozhi, etc. In recent years, scholars have actively explored gardens' cultural atmosphere and 
artistic conception. Scholars strive to apply the traditional Lingnan design concept to modern urban 
ecological construction to reflect the ingenuity spirit rich in profound emotional connotation and 
cultural heritage in contemporary landscape works. Mai Ningjun (4) analyzed the Lingnan garden 
design style of modern residential areas from the perspectives of the landscape layout of the 
residential area, the combination of landscaping elements, and the configuration of related 
environmental facilities. Wei Baozhi et al. Three aspects are compared and analyzed between Chinese 
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classical gardens and modern gardens, and Wei Baozhi draws the differences and connections 
between the two. At present, the beautification of the ecological environment is facing many new 
problems. How to make the past into the present for scholars and how to build a modern garden with 
Lingnan characteristics has become an essential topic for modern designers. 

4. Conclusion and Outlook 

4.1 Conclusion 

1) From the perspective of literature output, the research on Lingnan gardens generally shows an 
upward trend, which can be divided into three stages; 

2)In terms of literature sources, the research on Lingnan gardens mainly involves landscape and 
architecture, followed by the landscape, forestry, and agricultural economics, and the related research 
has a solid regional character; 

3) This paper finds that the cooperation network of the authors of the article is characterized by overall 
dispersal, partial concentration, and lack of close cooperation; 

4) At present, the hotspots of domestic Lingnan garden research focus on the aesthetics of Lingnan 
gardens, the inheritance of Lingnan garden history and culture, the application of Lingnan garden 
plants, and the modern practice of Lingnan gardens. 

4.2 Outlook 

1)Scholars strengthen their research on the protection of historical and cultural heritage; scholars 
establish and improve a research system for the protection of the historical and cultural heritage of 
Lingnan gardens; 

2)Integration and expansion of Lingnan garden research content. Focus on academic exchanges and 
cooperation, theoretical guidance and practice, interdisciplinary research, breaking through 
geographical limitations, and focusing on the research field of Lingnan gardens that needs to be in-
depth; 

3)Marketization of Lingnan gardens. The general public welcomes Lingnan gardens due to their 
characteristics of conforming to nature, being people-oriented, and inclusive. Lingnan's garden art 
culture has also become a model in other regions. 

In a word, this article encourages Lingnan gardens to go to the whole country and overseas, conducive 
to spreading Chinese culture, promoting friendly exchanges, promoting the eternal youth of Lingnan 
gardens, and achieving sustainable development. Lingnan gardens can go national and overseas. The 
benefits of the park are maximized, allowing the world to inherit the essence of Lingnan gardens, and 
it is also an essential part of reshaping the memory of Lingnan. 
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