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Abstract 
Western economics plays an important role in the curriculum system of economics and 
management majors in undergraduate universities. It is an important professional basic 
course, but also to learn the basis of other related majors, and it is also an important 
course for most of the students of economics and management to participate in the 
entrance examination of master's graduate students in the future. As a teacher of 
western economics, how to use effective practical teaching methods to make this course 
lively, make students interested, enhance the application of western economics is a 
problem that every teacher should think about. 
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1. Introduction 

In western economics teaching process, many professional teachers tend to focus on pure economic 
theory, the interpretation of ideas and the arrangement of the practice teaching link apparent relative 
lack, causing most of the students' interest in learning western economics is not enough, more 
conducive to cultivate the students' application ability, caused by rote principle, test is in assault to 
recite the way pass, and the appropriate practical teaching method is the best way to solve this problem 
[1]. 

2. Analysis of the Current Situation of Western Economics Teaching 

At present, the following problems generally exist in western economics teaching: 

2.1 Students' Fear of Difficulties is Common 

Western economics is usually opened in the second semester of the first year or the first semester of 
the second year. Due to the extensive course content, the mathematical derivation throughout the 
whole system, and the strong logic of economics, freshmen and sophomores are not well prepared 
and may fear western economics [2]. This fear directly affects the interest and effect of studying 
Western economics in the future. 

2.2 The Main Teaching Method is Teacher Instillation. 

Since the reform and opening up, social and economic activities have changed frequently and 
violently. The content of traditional textbooks is usually not what students are interested in and 
concerned about. Blindly following the key and difficult points of textbooks to teach students cannot 
improve their learning motivation, but lead them to question whether the economic theory they have 
learned is useful. Economics is closely related to our life, and appropriate use of the cases related to 
real life will make it easy for students to listen to classes and accept. 
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2.3 Lack of Good Teacher-student Interaction in Class 

The task of the teacher is to pass the book knowledge to the students in their own easy to understand 
way, so good oral expression is very important. Many teachers' expressions are too dull and dull, and 
there is not enough interaction with students in class, even no interaction, so students' passive 
acceptance of knowledge is not effective. 

2.4 Teachers Rely Too Much on Multimedia in Teaching 

Relying solely on multimedia is not good for teachers to master the process of logical deduction and 
for students to understand the logical thinking of economic theory deduction. Blind multimedia 
display, teachers become lazy to think, students become lazy to follow the course. Therefore, it is 
necessary to find a reasonable balance between multimedia teaching and non-multimedia teaching in 
teaching and firmly grasp students' attention. 

2.5 Lack of Homework 

Many students reported that they understood western economics in class, but did not know how to 
start when they did exercises after class. This is mainly the reason for not enough practice after class. 
If the teacher does not leave homework, some students will not read books or do exercises after class. 
Western economics has a lot of mathematical reasoning, so it is impossible to learn it thoroughly 
without a lot of practice. If students approached western economics with the same dedication as they 
did calculus, the results would be greatly improved. 

3. Strengthen the Principles that Western Economics Practice Teaching Must 
be Adhered to 

3.1 The Principle of "Student-centered" Must be Adhered to 

"Student-centered" means to carry out practical teaching centered on students' ability development 
and design teaching process centered on students' professional needs. In the teaching process, students 
are the most important subjects, how to provide them with the most appropriate teaching methods 
and the most abundant learning content is teachers should fully consider and design before class. Not 
only to make students like and learn this course well, but also to pass on important learning methods, 
which is more needed by students after entering the society [3]. 

3.2 The Principle of Combining Theory with Practice Must be Adhered to 

The students we train will eventually face the society and serve the society. So we train students to 
adapt to the needs of the society, with strong practicality. In class, we pay attention to the combination 
of theory and reality, and gradually cultivate students' ability to explain reality by using economic 
principles. For example, when explaining the multiplier theory, we should combine the policies of 
stimulating consumption to boost domestic demand in recent years to let the students understand that 
the purpose of these economic policies is to drive the national income to increase exponentially 
through the multiplier effect. 

4. Application of Western Economics Practice Teaching Model 

The above problems in western economics teaching can be solved through appropriate practical 
teaching design, and the most important link of practical teaching is to give play to the enthusiasm of 
teachers and students. 

4.1 Case Teaching Method 

Case teaching is refers to the teachers according to their own mastery of relevant knowledge, and 
combined with their actual life, to find the right case, lets the student analysis or speech, discussion, 
it is helpful to make students communicate, naturally, to mobilize students' learning autonomy, 
improve its understanding the problem and the ability to analyze and solve problems independently. 
Case teaching is a good way to combine economic principles with practice, which can be carried out 
in class and will improve the classroom atmosphere. 
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4.2 Field Investigation Method 

Field investigation is the most direct practical method for students to go out into the society from pure 
theoretical learning to understanding the actual situation. In the process of practice, students carry out 
practical investigation on the economic phenomenon in reality, which is full of fun. They will connect 
the book knowledge with the actual situation and analyze it, and gain a lot. Many chapters in western 
economics courses are suitable for arranging students to conduct practical investigations. For example, 
after the theory of supply and demand is taught, students are organized to conduct real estate price 
surveys and conduct questionnaire interviews on factors affecting the demand and supply of real 
estate. Finally, sort out, analyze, and form the final investigation practice report. Field trips can make 
students more concerned about economic problems and improve their comprehensive analysis ability. 

4.3 Group Discussion Method 

Group discussion method refers to the teaching process, students in a group as a unit, through 
discussion, debate in the form of practice teaching. After learning the theoretical knowledge, the 
teacher leaves the topic to the students. The students prepare the relevant theories involved in the 
topic, and collect information around the topic. For example, should train tickets be raised during the 
Spring Festival travel rush? This thesis is a good one. Teachers arrange tasks before the discussion, 
master the process during the discussion, and make summaries and comments after the discussion, so 
as to accumulate experience for their future practice teaching. Students will benefit a lot from a 
thorough preparation, thinking, speaking, and summarizing material. It is also a good way to 
consolidate book knowledge through homework. 

4.4 Expert Lecture Method 

Economics is a course closely related to the real economy. If you can regularly invite some relevant 
experts with practical experience to give special lectures to students, it will be very effective to inspire 
students and broaden their horizons. For example, when teaching the relationship between price 
elasticity of different demands and enterprise income relevant personnel of enterprises can be invited 
to teach students how to make pricing and price adjustment in actual enterprise operation so that 
enterprises can gain more income, so that students can feel the use of learning and stimulate the 
motivation of students to learn economics. 

5. Western Economics Practice Teaching Part of the Main Link Design 

5.1 Supply and Demand Theory 

(1) Field investigation. Enter the supermarket and other places to examine which goods in the "small 
profits but quick sales"? Summarize and classify, and then compare with the principles of teaching 
materials. 

(2) Case analysis. ① Analyze the employment market and real estate market of college students in 
China, and deeply understand the principle of supply and demand. ② "Rent control in New York 
City" – an example of the maximum price. ③ Let students understand the advantages, disadvantages 
and practical applications of the maximum price. 

(3) Group discussion. ① Should public transport be free? ② Does drug prohibition increase or 
decrease drug-related crimes? 

5.2 Consumer Behavior Theory 

Learn the theory of consumer behavior through role-playing. Experience drinking yogurt or eating 
chocolate on site to. Let students act as buyers and sellers to understand consumer surplus vividly. 

5.3 Market Theory 

(1) Field investigation. Investigate, analyze and summarize various market types in reality. 

(2) Case discussion. ① Why is the income of vegetable sellers only enough to maintain their basic 
survival? The final answer is: low industry barriers. Encourage everyone to improve their ability to 
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improve their future work industry barriers. ② "The Economics of Coupons and Rebates" deeply 
understand the widespread application of price discrimination in real economy. 

5.4 Market of Factors of Production 

Case Title: why do people emigrate? 

(1) Case Discussion. Why has the wages of migrant workers increased in recent years? Deeply 
understand the adjustment of income distribution policy. 

(2) Panel discussion. Do housing prices drive land prices, or do land prices push them up? Discuss 
and analyze the dispute between the Ministry of Land and Resources and the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development, and draw a correct conclusion. 

5.5 Market Failure and Microeconomic Policies 

(1) Field study. Conduct a field study on any of the reasons for market failure, namely monopoly, 
external influence, public goods and information asymmetry, and then ask students to explain how 
these reasons lead to market failure. Can stimulate students to learn knowledge and the real society 
of the connection, and change abstract into concrete. 

(2) Case analysis. "Map of Cancer Village", "Love of Huaihe River", "Haze" and other shocking 
pollution cases, there fined videos are selected to draw students to explore the deep economic causes 
of pollution and put forward solutions. 

5.6 National Income Accounting 

(1) Multimedia video presentation. Watch a documentary about China's price statistics, so that 
students are familiar with the calculation process of GDP deflator, CPI, PPl and other price indexes. 

(2) Special survey. Collect the ranking of GDP and per capita countries in the world in recent years 
to encourage people affirm their GDP and per capita GDP of all countries in the world in recent years 
to encourage people to affirm their achievements and admit their shortcomings. 

(3) Case analysis. "Butterfly effect" to explain the multiplier principle, and then analyze the "broken 
window economy", "bee fable", "thrift paradox" and other contained economic principles, vivid and 
profound. 

5.7 Fiscal Policy 

(1) Thematic investigation. The main fiscal policies to stimulate consumption in recent years in China 
are sorted out, such as the expansion of university enrollment, the overhaul of roads, railways, 
irrigation and water conservancy, etc. 

(2) Panel discussion. What fiscal policy regulation should be adopted to promote healthy economic 
development in China at the present stage? 

5.8 Unemployment and Inflation 

(1) Case study. The inflation in Argentina and the inflation during the Guomindang rule, the high 
degree of currency devaluation, let students feel the great impact of inflation. 

(2) Group discussion. The unemployment rate and inflation rate in China are obviously lower than 
people's real life experience. 
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