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Abstract 

The vernacular landscape technique is a design method which aims to seek for the 
endemic land features and national historical precipitation, so as to create a comfortable 
and pleasant environment landscape with strong hometown feeling. This paper 
expounds in detail the characteristics, design details and construction techniques of 
vernacular landscape in Yongjiang Nanning-Port Riverside Theme Park, thus provides 
some theoretical guidance for the application of local landscape design techniques in the 
same type of Riverside Park in the future. 
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1. Introduction 

Vernacular landscape appears as the emotional appeal of people's mind. In the process of urbanization 

and industrialization, the hot topic is that we are increasingly away from the "nature with green life", 

and the local customs and national historical culture we long for are gradually disappearing. Therefore, 

cultural elements of circulation, symbiosis and co-participation should be injected in the process of 

urban landscape construction, and the design technique of "vernacular landscape" naturally enters the 

vision of landscape designers. 

Contemporary riverside landscape design is no longer just the urban riverside green belt project 

transformation on the physical level, it will ulteriorly further from the ecological level of green 

corridor construction and ecological environment system restoration gradually evolved to the 

landscape aesthetic level of space construction and landscape cultivation, and finally extended to the 

spiritual level. The design idea of " vernacular landscape" is exactly the way we need to pursue. 

Vernacular landscape can make people feel relaxed and comfortable[1], the feeling which comes from 

"hometown"--the place where we were born and used to live, and also the land we deeply loved. Let's 

imagine that in cities where land is of high cost, while the rivers that accompany us grow up and the 

plants and animals that inhabit on both sides of the rivers flow, and the features that change and 

precipitate day by day are all forming our precious memories. Therefore, vernacular landscape has a 

strong practical significance, as the "hometown of the heart", it represents people's deep feeling of 

peace, stability and tranquility. 
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2. Design approach of vernacular landscape 

The goal of landscape design is to create local landscape with rich culture and history, which requires 

the designer to have keen insight, deep thinking and systematic logic. Through the planning and 

design case of Nanning-Harbor Riverside Theme Park, the author tries to sort out and refine some 

key techniques, and tries to find a breakthrough point to interpret the real meaning of vernacular 

landscape. 

Yongjiang, as Nanning's mother river, is not only an important urban space and development hub, 

but also the skeleton of the future urban spatial pattern of Nanning. The planning and design scope 

of Nanning-Harbor Riverside Theme Park is located on the north bank of Yongjiang River, starting 

from Zhongxing Bridge in the east and ending at Qingchuan Bridge in the west. The total length of 

the park is 3.21 kilometers, with a total land area of about 47.34 hectares. The construction of 

Binjiang-Belt requires to make use of the two terminals of Shangyao and Chendong Ports which have 

been relocated at present, and to build the waste wharf and Yongjiang Beach green space with low 

utilization rate into the first comprehensive riverside green space with the theme of urban port 

navigation affairs culture in Nanning. The green space construction requires that the existing port 

equipment that can be used should be retained as far as possible, the site space should be reorganized, 

the traffic should be mainly channeled to improve the convenience of traffic, and the riverside 

industry culture should be guided to develop well, so as to form a new ribbon riverside space 

integrating industrial culture, dynamic sports, entertainment and recreation, and natural ecology. 

2.1 From the point of view of safety and functional, vernacular landscape is the landscape that 

can bring "affinity". 

2.1.1 The design principle of easy accessibility of humanized space. 

1. Build a diversified transportation system, including rail transit, urban expressway, main and 

secondary roads, and water passage, etc., so as to make it accessible and seamless, and connect it in 

series with green land, so as to ensure the accessibility of riverside green belt as far as possible. 

 

 

Fig.1 Multi-dimensional traffic connection mode 
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2. Construct a multi-dimensional traffic connection between the inside and outside the dyke, and 

improve the barrier between the road and the flood dyke on the beach. Transverse traffic adopts ramps, 

steps, cross-street corridor Bridges, traffic gate passageways and other ways.From Jiangbei Avenue, 

the top of the embankment into the tidal flat, through the water-wet boardwalk and other ways deep 

into the water bank, combined with the right amount of parking lots, battery car transfer points and 

bike rental points set inside and outside the embankment, to achieve the barrier-free transfer of 

transportation mode, create comfortable and convenient complex three-dimensional traffic, as shown 

in Fig.1. 

3. Build a complete riverside green-road network to create a comfortable and pleasant slow-moving 

environment; Five linear corridors are connected inside the green space. One is the connection 

between Jiangbei Avenue and external traffic; Second, the dyke roof rescue channel through; The 

third is the greenway under the dyke; Fourth, the combination of functional space to improve the 

walkway network; Fifth, it combines water tourism planning of Yongjiang River to access the "water 

bus" of Nanning city. 

2.1.2 The principle of minimizing the transformation of existing terrain and landforms. 

For the citizens, the best way to preserve their memories and hometown is to preserve the original 

topography as much as possible."It's the same here as when I was a child". From the feedback from 

the public, we can feel the most simple appeal of "just like the original intention". Therefore, the 

landscape design in accordance with the sequence of nature is to fully consider the existing conditions 

and not to dig and fill as much as possible, which can not only retain the original form of the site but 

also conform to the principle of economic conservation from the project. In this project, we fully 

consider the situation of large drop between water level of Yongjiang River and dike Road park, and 

set a three-level platform based on the change of water level of Yongjiang River to create a rich water-

wet experience. According to the current elevation of the site, stage design should be carried out 

according to local conditions and adapt to the slope trend, avoiding heavy excavation and filling. 

Only the rest platform and sports field should be filled properly, the large green space should be 

shaped into micro-terrain, and the necessary excavation and slope repair for the hiking trail should be 

carried out. These are the "like the original intention" in the design. 

2.2 From the perspective of aesthetics, vernacular landscape is a kind of "eye-pleasing" 

landscape. 

2.2.1 Landscape design with a sense of vastness like the perspective of broad earth. 

 

Fig.2 Landscape design with a sense of vastness like the perspective of broad earth (photography is 

by Huang Feiming) 
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Taking the sense of vastness as the design language of waterfront landscape, it is necessary to create 

a wide perspective in the landscape site. Minimize obstructions and cover thousands of miles at a 

time, which is a kind of open stretch feeling. First of all, it requires the designer to sort out the green 

level of embankment park and control the viewing gallery of the city road and embankment to achieve 

the effect of "seeing the river and seeing the city". Secondly, carding riverside with a progressive 

relationship with the urban space, grasp the macro, the distribution of plants and construction at the 

same time combined with borrow scene, places such as landscape design technique, to determine each 

best observation in the field, including five propylaea lookout points, seven ground observation, three 

surface observation and three neighboring slightly, thus guarantee each element in the field of unicom 

on the vision, as shown in Fig.2. 

2.2.2 Landscape design with age aesthetic beauty. 

The landscape design of the age aesthetic beauty symbolizes the history and timeliness. On the one 

hand, we believe that big trees are the accumulation of history and time, on the basis of full 

investigation, all 95% of tree species in the site are retained. On the other hand, the design fully 

recognizes the local raw materials, namely "local feeling", which are the most life-like and directly 

available resources. The use of local material resources can greatly reduce the cost, and at the same 

time make the landscape in different regions more personalized and colorful [2]. A large number of 

local stones are used in the project. The original river stones are used in the local scenic spots, and a 

characteristic "stone landscape line" is built through landscape forms such as landscape wall, art 

sculpture and landscape sketch. 

2.2.3 Landscape design that fosters creativity and adventure spirit. 

Most urban parks and greenbelts place excessive emphasis on safety and only set some conventional 

amusement facilities, which cannot meet teenagers' play needs and exploration enthusiasm. The aim 

of this project is to add creative and slightly adventurous entertainment facilities as much as possible 

while ensuring safety and fully experiencing the vernacular landscape. Therefore, this project make 

full use of the remaining area of the existing industrial facilities, realize the function switch, at the 

same time make full use of reserves the limited space of the scope of the gantry slide rail, to have 

extreme sports enthusiasts to provide a port industrial culture field, building characteristics of gantry 

limit paradise, combination of track and field elevation difference set trapezoid slide, arc chute, 

railings and irregular slope field and other facilities, which greatly enriched the field a lot of fun, 

received people's consistent high praise, as shown in Fig.3. 

 

 

Fig.3 Longmen-frame Extreme Sports Paradise 
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2.3 From the perspective of ecology, vernacular landscape is a stable and diversified system in 

which organisms can reproduce and live freely. 

Modern green parks space is more oriented towards leisure and entertainment, and intimate contact 

with natural creatures only accounts for a small part of the design. Therefore, in our design concept, 

riverside park green space should be like rural idyllic, and should have the self-renewal ability and 

integrity of the ecosystem [3]. In this project, we tried our best to preserve and set up natural 

ecosystems such as wetland gardens and floodplain wetlands. On the one hand, we use the existing 

sand fields, depresses, ponds and other aquatic plants to create a wetland garden landscape, so as to 

realize the collection and utilization of rainwater and show the concept of sponge city, while 

maintaining the biodiversity. On the other hand, on the basis of the original water conservation forest, 

we expand the planting of the forest belt, which is connected with the floodplain wetland to form a 

continuous plant landscape interface. At the same time, we set the water-loving plank road to meet 

the needs of the public's water-loving. Floodplain wetland is mainly composed of water-resistant and 

highly adaptable aquatic plants, with patches of reed planted near the bank and a large area of tendril 

flowering ground planted along the slope, so as to improve the ecological community and finally 

form a stable ecological system of tidal flat [4,5]. 

3. Conclusion 

In the context of the current pursuit of humanities and novel landscape design, we have shifted the 

focus of attention to the vernacular landscape more consistent with the concept of "unity of nature 

and man" in traditional Chinese culture, which is not a cultural and aesthetic regression. Through the 

practice of vernacular landscape technique in the design of Yongjiang Nanning-Harbor Riverside 

Theme Park, this paper draws a conclusion that the appropriate vernacular landscape is more suitable 

for people's emotional appeal and lifestyle. It has to be said that vernacular landscape design 

techniques have broad prospects, and the integrity of vernacular landscape design techniques and how 

to apply them to landscape planning, is worth landscape designers to explore the next. 
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